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Sie onowable Tilliam H, Stuliivaen
O larver, T

. & is a copy of a letter M, Coliby
s . citten to the editor of Pzradc maga-
+ine in response to the s~uib about CIA/
“hosnix/assassinations that appearced in

- ¢ "Personality Parade' section oo '

Zurday, 9 January.
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Ceorge A, Carver, Jr,
~ecic]l Assistant for V1etnamc,w ,v-‘mlrs
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5317 Briley Place
Washington, D. C. 20016
Jamuwary 11, 1972

Mr. Lloyd Sacarer
Zditer at Large

733 Third Avenue -

Dear Mr. Shearer:

In your issue of January 9th, one of Walter Scotit's Personality Parac.
responses stated that CIA 'uses political assassination as a weapon' ana
that Opcration Phoenix "run by the CIA established a new high fox UJ. 3.
political assassinations in Vietnam. ' Since I have held responsible pocitions
in ClA for many years and was also {during detached service irom CILA) re-
msible for U. S. support to Operation Phoenix, I believe Iam un.guely
_lificd to testify (as I have in public session under oath tc Senate »nd Howl e
Committees) that:

. CIA does not and has not used political assassination
Wweapon.

b. Operation Phoenix was run not by the CIA but by the Govr s
ment of Vietnam,with the support of the CORDS element of il -~ .. =.
Military Assistance Command in coordination with several U. =.
agencies including CIA.

c. Operation Phoenix is not and was not a program of ac. ..i -
fion. It countered the Viet Cong apparatus attempting to ove..zro%w
the Government of Vietnam by targetting its leaders. Wherever S0u-
sible, these were apprehended or invited to defect, but a substezncia.
aumber were killed in firefights during military operations or re-
sisting capture. There is a vast difference in kind, not merely in
degree, beitween these combat casualties (even including the iew
abuses which occurred) and the victims of the Viet Cong's systes ..
campaign of terrorism to which Mr. Scott quite accurately rol sres.

In order to clarify this important question o the millions of vo.cer -
Americans who read Parade, I should appreciate your publishing ta.  wsvw

o | : : We i Solby

e ,
e Mr., William Sullivan, De}zs rtment of State
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